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SANCTIFY THE LORD GOD OF HOSTS HIMSELF; 


AND LET HIM BE YOUR FEAR, AND LET HIM 
BE YOUR DREAD, "NY HE SHALI, BE FOR A 
SANCTUARY, | Tr.. 


N the diſpenſations of the Almighty Run ; "i 
dividuals, we perceiye a ſtate of things actually 
exiſting very different from that which the weakneſs 
of human judgment, . would of itſelf have conſidered as 
advantagegus to us: we perceive. human life to be a 
mixture of proſperity and adverſity, of joy and ſorrow, 
ariſing either from thoſe conſequences of our own ac- 
tions which God hath appointed, or from. ſome Cir- 


cumſtances 
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cumſtances relating to thoſe around us, with whofe 
happineſs or miſery, from the very condition of our 
nature, we are in various ways connected, ſometimes 
indeed from the more viſible hand of God, of Him who | 
is intimately acquainted with the frame and nature of 
man, whoſe ways are not as our ways, nor his thoughts 
as our thoughts, but who in his infinite wiſdom hath 
ae. this varicty of allotments, this portion of ſor- 
row as well as of joy, with a view to the final advance- 
ment of general happineſs. Contemplate the whole 
of our exiſtence, the life that now is, and alſo that 
which is to come, and theſe afflicting trials patiently 
ſuſtained, and duly improved, will doubtleſs in all caſes 
increaſe the felicity of thoſe, by whota they are ſo en- 
dured, by obtaining for them * a rar MoRE Ex- 
* CEEDING AND ETERNAL wEiGuT or GLORY?” 
but conſidering mah, even with reſpect to this life, 

affliction itſelf diligently improved is ſeen, i in number- 


leſs inſtances, to be ah productive of ſolid and 
eſſential benefit. 


2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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Wu ar is true of men individually, is true of them alſo 
as conſidered collectivel y in ſociety, and formed into 
nations and ſtates; with this difference only, that the 
happineſs or miſery of ſtates, as ſuch, can be eſtimated 
only with reſpect to this life: but national calamities, 
from whatſoever ſource they appear to originate, 1 whe- 
ther mediately through human cauſes, or more di- 
rectly from the inflictions of the Almighty, ſtill con- 
ſtantly proceed from Him, are invariably ſubject to his 
controul, to the power of that Being, who in judgment 
remembers mercy, whoſe ſevereſt diſpenſations are 
intended for good, and admirably adapted to promote 
it. Such are the gracious deſigns of Providence, 
even in its moſt awful viſitations; an attentive and 
religious conſideration will readily 4008 this deſign, 
and convert the moſt afflictive evehts to their proper 


Suche 


THe words which I have choſen for my text were 
pronounced by God himſelf to the Prophet Iſaiah upon 
225 | the 


T's 


the j ptolpe of thoſe calamitbus dabgers which Mere 
about to chreäten the kingdom of Judah, on the near 
approach of the ſtrong and numerous armies of the 
great king, the king of Aſſyria. They were  defigned 
to direct the attention of a careleſs and Readftrong peo 
ple, to the only juſt object both of fear and rehance; 
ihey announce that, eveii under the very preſſure of ; 
the heavieſt diſpenſation of the Almighty, a due fenſs 

of God and Religion, and a firm dependence on his 
providence, will prove our belt conſolation, and only 
ſecurity; © SANCTIFY THE LORD GOD or nos rs 
« HIMSELF; AND LET HIM BE YOUR FEAR, AND 
© LET HIM BE YOUK DREAD: AND HE SHALL BE 


6 FOR A SANCTUARY.” 


We are this day afſembled by the wiſdom and piety 
of public authority, to humble ourſelves for the for- 
giveneſs of our ſins, to deprecate the divine diſpleaſure, 
and to implore the bleſſing and aſſiſtance of the Al- 
mighty on our exertions in the conflict in which we 


+ | | . are 
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are engaged. On the ſucceſs of them depends not 
merely the maintenance of national power, but the 
preſervation of our liberties, and of Religion itſelf 
not only the ſecurity of this country, but the ſafety of 

the nn world, | 


Tun ſueceſſes of the enemy have been indeed ſo 
rapid, ſo extenſive, and ſo important, as juſtly to excite 
emotions of the deepeſt regret and anxiety, in every 
conſiderate and ſerious mind: having, by perſidy and 
conqueſt, extended their baneful dominion over ſome 
of the faireſt and moſt fertile countries of Europe, they 
bave aboliſhed every veſtige of good order and eſta- 

bliſhed government, for which they have ſubſtituted 
the jarring elements of their own ſubtle and feroci- 
ous deſpotiſm. Although in their own internal go» 
vernment, they have, from time to time, abandoned 
ſome of the moſt ſpecious and ſeducing theories Which 
marked their pernicious ſyſtem, as the abolition of theſe 
maxims have accidentally become adapted to the in- 
B tereſts 
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tereſts of ſucceſſive factions, and to the exerciſe of theit 
. ſucceſſive oppreſſions; Mill, in their views of increaſed 
power, and external conqueſt, they have been uniformly ; 
conſiſtent: they have been conſtantly actuated by the 
fame deſtructive projects of aggrandizement; they have 
purſued theſe projects by means, both of corrupt arts, 
and open force; they have laboured with indefatigable 
wickedneſs to diffuſe their poiſon through every coun- 
try, and to ſubvert every ſettled government of every 
denomination. The general view of the preſent 
ſtate of Europe, affords us a melancholy repreſen- 
tation of the ſucceſs with which theſe unjuſt pur- 
_ ſuits have been accompanied, in the ſubverſion 
of great and flouriſhing dominions, in the humi- 

liation of ſome powers, and in the inſecurity of 
others. 


Tx policy of this country has been uniform and 
decided: it ſtill continues to aſſert the ine ſtimable va- 
toe of thoſe bleſſings derived from ſound Religion, aud 


2 | alſo 
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alſo thoſe derived from our frame of civil government, 
a regular ſubordination of ranks, an able and impar- 
tial adminiſtration of juſtice, flouriſhing manufactures, 

a commerce protected and extended beyond the ex- 
ample of former times, a great and increaſed revenue, 
individual opulence, and national proſperity. Such are 
the unrivalled bleſſings which have long excited the 
envy, and the inveterate hoſtility of the enemy: our 
wealth has been the object of their avarice; our civil 
conſtitution, from its admirable wiſdom, and the protec- 
tion which it affords, is the reproach of their anarchy, 
their licentiouſneſs, and their tyranny; our religion 

the condemnation of their infidelity ; our power the 
reſtraint of their aggrandizement. Hence an, enmity 
eager. to deprive us of - theſe - invaluable privileges, 
hence the reiterated menaces of the ruin and extinc- 
1 of the Britiſh empire. 


UNDER this trying conjuncture, let us calmly eonſi- 
der the conduet of our own nation: not with a view 
; Ba. to 
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to advance exalted claims of preſumptuous arrogance, 
highly unbecoming man's beſt exertions, but to en- 
quire, whether we have endeavoured to ſatisfy thoſe 
great public duties incumbent upon us in the courſe 
of the preſent war, with ſuch a regard to our obvious 
obligations, in the ſupport of the conteſt itſelf, as has 
manifeſted our fincere defire to fulfil the diſtinguiſhed 
and arduous part allotted to us with ſuch an upright- 
"neſs and integrity, as we may humbly hope, will re- 
commend this part of our conduct to the merciful ac- 
ceptance of a gracious God. Have we in any inſtance 
been unmindful of the ſolid eſtabliſhment of the liber- 
ties of Europe, and of thoſe objects infeparably involv- 
ed in the event of this war? It was early ſeen that 
we contended for no trivial objects. The declaration 

of Parliament was confirmed by the good ſenſe of the | 

nation at large, /a) that they confidered whatever his 


(a) See the Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons on the King's Meſ- 


ſage, February 12, 1793. | | | | 
| * Majeſiy's 
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oe" Majeſty's | fabjefts held as moſt dear and ſac red, the 
® fability of our happy conſtitution, the ſecurity and 
* honour of his Majeſty's crown, and the preſervation 
« of our laws, our liberty and our religion, 10 be all in- 
« volved in the Me of the preſent conteſt, and that their 
real and exertions ſhould be proportioned to the im- 
« portance of the conjuncturr, and to the magnitude 
« ond value of the yon for which we had tt to con- 


Wo. tend. 1 


Tax zeal and exertions of this country have been 
ſo proportioned : no effort has been ſpared which the 
importance of the cauſe could demand, no opportunity 
| has been omitted of evincing the deep ſenſe we enter- 
tained of its ſerious moment, and of our readineſs to 
concur in its moſt ſtrenuous ſupport. When our very 
coaſts were threatened with invaſion, the country, 
united as one man, appeared in arms in its defence: 
when large demands were made, for the purpoſes of 
ſupplying unavoidable — and of ſupporting 
public 
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public. credit, individuals not only chearfully contri- 
'buted their fixed payment towards theſe great nati- 
anal objects, but large ſpontaneous, gifts were poured | 
in from every quarter, by all ranks and deſcriptions of 
men from the higheſt to the loweſt, even by thoſe, 
Who were then hazarding their lives in the defence of 
the country and very lately, when another mode has: 
heen adopted, and a ſtill more ample ſupply has been 
propoſed, to the honour of the ſound underſtanding» 


and good ſenſe of the country, let it be remembered, 
[ | | that there has been no relaxation whatſoever, in the 
BH 


perſeverance and determined exertions of the nation at 
large; but the neceſſity of the meaſure has been gene- 
rally admitted, and its wiſdom generally approved. 


In the progreſs of this conteſt, we have indeed ex- 
perienced the evils neceſſarily attendant on a ſtate of 
war, in. a large expence of blood and treaſure: we can- 
not alfo but feel deeply intereſted in the ſucceſſes of the 
enemy over other European fates. But this country, | 

5 5 conſidered 
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couſidered diſtinctly by itſelf, has, by the war, vindi- 
cated the poſſeſſion of what would otherwiſe have been 
materially endangered, if not utterly loſt, all the mul- 
tiplied bleſſings derived from the ſecurity of our civil 
and religious liberties; it has further acquired ſignal 
advantages, and moſt valuable poſſeſſions. By the 
great naval conflicts, in which, through the bleſſing 
of Providence, the Britiſh arms have been ſo emi- 
nently ſucceſsful, this nation has maintained the fo- 
vereignty of the ſea: of theſe victories we have felt 
the value very ſenſibly ; a ſpirit of grateful and affe& 
ing piety has been nobly diſplayed by thoſe great and 
good men, whoſe dauntlefs valour and conſummate 
{kill, in the command of the Britiſh fleets, contributed 
ſo conſpicuouſly to the achievement of thoſe momen- 
tous and glorious victories: I truſt and believe, that 
this ſpirit of pious gratitude was diffuſed very widely 
| throughout the country ; and that with one general 
ſenſation of heart-felt gratitude, the nation looked up 
to 


to the only Author of all victory, whoſe protecting FP 
- providence was ſo viſibly extended to us in theſe cri- 
tical conjunctures. 1 


Ir it be allowable for a ſtate to protect itſelf from 
the encroachments and aggreſſions of other ſtates, we 
may hope that the efforts td defend itſelf in this in- 
ſtance, in which ſo many intereſts of the higheſt im- 
port are involved, and the facrifices with which theſe 
efforts are attended, may be conſidered as the diſ- 

charge of an obligation of no common kind, rather 
than as the gratification of any paſſion grounded on 
worldly intereſts. The war in which we are engaged 
is not only juſt and neceſſary, but moſt important in 
its objects; in the purſuit of thoſe objects we have 
perſevered cordially and vigorouſly; the means which 
we have employed have been warrantable and juſt; 
our conduct towards the enemy has been open and 
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merciful ; towards our allies fair and honourable, and 
+” _ wiſely 
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ly liberal; the diſpoſitions excited by events highly 


proſperous, have been fuch : as became us as men and 
 Chriſtians., Sod 202 I ee ee 


3, So far, therefore, all may be well. But theſe 
things being fo, let us not be ſo wanting to ourſelves, 
as to ſtop our examination here: let each individual 


appeal to his own heart, and conſult his own obſerva- 


tion, and then determine, whether, in the fulneſs of 
our abundance, we ſo availed ourſelves of thoſe inva- 
| luable bleſſings which we derived from Religion, as 


to mike its precepts our fixed rule of life, its doctrines 


the unerring , motives of our obedience? Did not a 
general eaſe and affluence, too frequently produce a 
careleſſneſs and neglect of religious obſervances? a diſ- 
graceful relaxation in the weighty duties of ſelf-go- 
vernment ? ſuch a purſuit of pleaſure, of honour, of 


riches, of worldly intereſts, as much weakened, if it 


did not utterly exclude ſerious and pious impreſſions? 


—— Though 
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Though we did not ceaſe * To RETAIN 05 1 


OY 


% un KNOWLEDGE,” was that knowledge aſſidu! 


ouſly cultivated ? Did all his bleſſings of nature add | 


grace raiſe 11 us correſpondent ſentiments of gra- 
titude and affection; did we refer our enjoymelit of 
them to the bountiful Giver 186 . or every 600 
„ AND EVERY PERFECT Gre? and render the ho- 


mage of our thankfulneſs in zeal for bis ſervice, in 


reſpect for his ordinances, in a ſubmiſſive | reverence, g 
in an unreſerved obedience, in a diligent perfortnance' 
of the comprehenſive ſyſtem of Chriſtian duties upon 
Chriſtian principles? In the conſideration of the 
awful: and ſublime trutlis of Chriſtianity, it is ob- 
vious that a (belief of its folemn fanctions is incompa- 
tible with a ſecure acquieſcence in vitious propenſities, 
and that ſome of its exalted doctri ines are elevated 
beyond the reach of human reaſon: were we not in- 


clined to ſoftem and explain away the one, and thus 


® Rom. i. 28. + James i. 17. 


remove 
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remove one of the great barriers againſt cotrup 
dulgences? and were we not ready to diſcover grounds 
leG difficulties on the part of the other, aud thus 
fatter the pride. of human wiſdom? forgetting, in the 
mean time, that the whole of Chriſtianity muſt ſtand 
or fall together; that all its obligations, and all its 
doctrines, are univer ſally binding upon our . obedience | 
and upon our faith; that however unacceptable: ſome: 
of tbem may prove to human corruptions, or however 
mortifying to the pretenſions of human reaſon, ſtill 
they are the, recorded revelation of God, „ * nE 
{© COUNSELS | OF FAITHEFULNESS AND TRUTH,” the 
dictates of infinite wiſdom, graciouſly vouchſafed for 
the light and guidance of man's very limited under- 


ſtanding. 


Ir we were ſeduced into theſe errors by a proſpe- 
rous courſe of things, have the diſappointments and 


. Ifaiah xxy, I, - 
Cn | difficulties 
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difficulties indldantos protracted ſtate of hoſtilities, led 


us to a more ſerious reflection on our duties, or a more 
conſcientious diſcharge of them? Has the frequent re- 


currence of theſe days of national humiliation, been 
productive of its proper fruits? Have we beneſited as 
largely as we ought, from the melancholy obſervation' 


of a nation, whoſe leaders have abjured the principles 


of our holy faith, and the ſacred authority of Reli- 
gion? Has the example of their crimes, and the diſ- 
ſolution of moral obligation, incident to the removal 
of religious ſanctions, excited in us an increaſed ſenſe 
of the importance of Chriitianity ? Great as our guilt 
would have been, in omitting to act conformably to 
the pure laws of our Religion, under any circum- 
ſtances, the neglect of its doctrines and precepts, with 
ſuch an awful warning continually before us, would 
ſtill aggravate our condemnation. It is thus, our 
bleſſed Lord adduces the inattention to thofe convin- 
cing evidences, which had been employed for the con- 
ſirmation of his doctrines, as a charge of heightened 


4 | guilt 


WW ., 


Bult againſt 1 thoſe who had failed t to oroflt by them, 
15 * WOE UNTO THEE, CHORAZIN 3 WOE uNTo 
« THEE, BETHSAIDA: FOR IF THE MIGHTY WORKS 
6 WHICH WERE DONE IN YOU, HAD BEEN DONE 
IN TYRE AND $1DON, THEY HAD 'REPENTED 
„LON AGO IN SACKCLOTH AND ASHES, BUT I 
4 gv UNTO You, IT SHALL BE MORE TOLERABLE 
« 'FOR TYRE AND SIDON AT THE DAY or jups- 
* MENT, THAN FOR You.” We are juſtly anſwer- 


able for the neglect of every means of improvement, 
both in Chriſtian obedience, and in Chriſtian belief. 


Ir a ſenſe of the enormities which have been per- 


petrated, and of the ſignal deliverances which we our- 


ſelves have experienced ; if a conſideration of the judg- 


ments as well'as of the mercies of the Moſt High, has 


awakened a more active piety, has rouſed us from a 
torpid inſenſibility to religious duty, (and I truſt it has 
not been wholly unattended with this bleſſing) have 


* Match. xi. 21. 22. 
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we laboured to cheriſh the zeal ſo excited, to o improve 


| Every virtuous impreſſion? Have we till rengthened 


„ 


the high ſenſe 3 we entertain of the blefingy of revealed 
A (as the only folid foundation of focial and 
moral duties, the only genuine ſource of comfort in 
life, or of hope i in death) by an earneſt and habitual 
regard to its divine inji junctions? Not indolently ſatisſied 


with the progreſs which we have already made, are 


We Naben to * {till ſurther? to © * ABOUND! 


ho MORE AND MORE,” „to become more and more 
fruitful ; in every g good word and work, more fervent in 
our piety, more kind and diffuſive in our benevolence, 
more ſtrictly vigilant in all the duties of ſelf- govern- 
ment? In a word, more diligent & To AOR THE. 
6c DOCTRINE OF GOD OUR SAVIOUR IN ALL 


1% THINGS?” 


In the eſtimate which we form of our own ad- 
vanccment, or of our own deficiencies, there is an 


® x Thelſl. iv. 1. + Titus ii, 10, 


Weed © 2 3 1110 (1113 8 21 


error Which may Gy mix x itſelf with h our opinions, 
both from the influence of ſelf-partiality, : and from the 


5 | 810 
particular complexion of the preſent times, againſt 
My I: 18 


which it is therefore - neceſſar to be more eſpecially, 
guarded ; ; this conliſts i in forming a judgment of our 
religious proßcieney as individuals, « or of the religious. 
character of the country, from a compariſon with other 
men, or with other countries, whoſe guilt We may 
imagine to be greater and more flagiticus than our 


own. Such a a. compariſon can lead only to, deluſive 


4 3. un! 3191 A 


concluſions, and to an overweening arrogance, The 


C2 Bor 111 


ſcriptures are our only rule of conduct, our only 


meaſure of duty: what other men may be will have no 
Ti 38] 1 © f Hs 4817 378 
weight ! in determining our own merit; ; we are indivi- 


2 


dually "anſwerable for the conformity of our conduct _ 
to this per fect rule of life, for the uſe which we have 


OHA AHR FT kei 04 10 
made of the opportunities « of religious knowledge 


vouchſafed to us, and our Prport advancement 


towards Chriſtian excellence. 


Ir 
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Ir we turn our thoughts 1 more immediately from 


1 ourſelves, and reflect upon the preſent eventful period, 


however we muſt anxiouſly deplore the dreadful ſue- 
ceſſes of the enemy, and their widely-extended, de- 
vaſtations, it is of high importance that we do not o 
far diſparage Religion, as to imagine that the interfe- : 
rence of a powerful ſuperintending Providence can be | 
ſuſpended from the affairs of men. Though the enemy : 


ſay, that * THE LORD HATH FORSAKEN THE 


„ EARTH, AND THE LORD SEETH NOT,” and that 


the might of their hand hath done theſe things; yet. 
the iſſues of all things are in the hand of God. In 
frequent inſtances, the holy ſcriptures inform us, that 7 
the Almighty vouchſafes to uſe the wicked as the in- 
ſtruments of his vengeance: they are his“ swonp“ x 
to execute his wrath, the miniſters of his anger; 


* HoWBEIT, THEY MEAN NOT $0, NEITHER Do 


© THEIR HEARTS THINK 80.“ Though the enemy | 


„ Eneklel ix. 5 „n 98; 9; 


ſay, 


E 


fay, © * BY THE STRENGTH OF MY HAND I HAVE 
„ DONE IT, AND BY MY WISDOM; FOR I AM 
„ PRUDENT: AND 1 HAVE REMOVED THE BOUNDS 
© OF THE n. AND HAVE ROBBED THEIR 
* TREASURES, AND 1 HAVE por DOWN THE IN 
„ HABITANTS LIXE A VALIANT MAN,” « + SHALL 
* THE AX BOAST ITSELF AGAINST HIM THAT 
„ HEWETH THEREWITH? OR SHALL THE SAW MAG- 
„ NIFY ITSELF AGAINST HIM THAT SHAKETH IT?“ 
God alone hath “ } BRovGHT IT To PASS, THAT 
„ THOU SHOULDEST BE TO LAY WASTE DEFENCED 


„ CITIES INTO RUINOUS HEAPS,” 


AmipsT the vaunted and fatal triumphs of the 
enemy, the actual ſtate of their own country cannot 
have eſcaped our obſervation. Their infidious ſo- 
phiſtries have ſpread wretchedneſs through extenſive 


| dominions ; - dar in their own land is turbulence, 
_ *® Ilniah x. 13. + Iaiah x. 15. f Iſaiah xxxvii. 26. 
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and diſcontent: they plunder wealth, they deſolate 
{ provinces and kingdoms ; yet the national treaſure 


is not adequately augmented: * IN THEIR STOUT | 
HEART AND THE GLORY OF THEIR HIGH LOOKS *”* 


they ſubvert eſtabliſhed. laws, and ancient conſtitu- | 


tions of civil government; they ſatiate the fury of 
their malice upon whole nations ; in the mean time 
at home the lives and property of individuals are ut- 


terly expoſed and defenceleſs : with all thoſe calami- 


ties which they inflict upon others, they themſelves alſo 


are moſt grievouſly afflicted: T* THE LORD HATH 
* OPENED HIS ARMOURY, AND HATH BROUGHT 


& FORTH THE WEAPONS OF HIS INDIGNATION:“ 


theſe are at once the fearful weapons of his indigna- 


tion, and the victims of it. 


Dank and myſterious as the counſels of Divine 


Providence frequently are, and unſearchable by the 


dimneſs of human reaſon, ſtill for whatſoever cauſe 


* Iſaiah x. 12. + Jerem, l. 25. 
this 


E 


this ungodlineſs and violence, „* as A TEM EST 
% oF. HAIL, AND A DESTROYING STORM, AS A 
„ pLOOD. oF MIGHTY WATERS - OVERFLOWING,” 
have been ſuffered to ſpread their deſolation; what- 
ever may be the appointed time when the Almighty 

will « +.CAUSE THE ARROGANCY or THE PROUD 
ro CEASE, AND LAY LOW THE HAUGHTINESS 
* or THE TERRIBLE ;” under the terrors of his 
judgments, it is our eſpecial part to conſider our al- 
lotted duty. e 


Ir ſhould never be forgotten, that thoſe moſt per- 
nicious principles which have been publicly avowed 
only for a few years, and the fruits of which have 
been ſo formidably manifeſted in the abolition of Reli- 
gion, in the overthrow and ruin of ſtates, and in the 
extinction of ſocial order, were of long and fecret 
growth; that in their propagation great talents have 
been moſt wickedly perverted, to diſſeminate their 


* Iſaiah xxviii. 2. I Thiah xiii, 71. 
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deadly influence through all ranks of men, through 


every civilized ſtate. Every caution, therefore, will 
not be more than ſufficient to guard us againſt the 


ravages of this reſtleſs impiety, THIS DECELVABLE+ 


NESS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS ;“ which with views the 


moſt deteſtable and ruinous which the heart of man 


can conceive, by means both of inſidious malice and 


open violence, with a thirſt of dominion inſatiable, 


T“ ENLARGETH ITS DESIRE AS HELL, AND IS AS 


„ DEATH, AND CANNOT BE SATISFIED, BUT ſeek» 


„ eth TO GATHER UNTO ITSELF ALL NATIONS, 


„% AND TO HEAP UNTO ITSELF ALL PEOPLE,” 
The malignity of this flagitious ambition, of theſe 
unparalleled efforts, will ſtimulate every man to an 
increaſed vigilance, and will excite a manly firmneſs in 
their reſiſtance; will elevate our minds above petty ani- 
moſities, and the paltry gratification of ſelfiſh paſſions, 
and unite us in the cordial exertion of all thoſe facul- 
ties and means with which God hath endowed us, 


— 


2 Thbeſſ. il. 10. + Habak kuk ii. 5. 


each 


1 


each man in his reſpective ſtation, for the preſervation 
of our deareſt intereſts, and the conſolidation of our 


national ſtrength. But that we may render this energy EO 


and vigour effectual; that we may avert the divine 
diſpleaſure; that we may coneiliate the divine bleſ- 
ſigng and aſſiſtance, and obtain the only ſubſtantial 
ſecurity againſt the diffuſion of theſe deluſive and fatal 
theories, it is manifeſt that we muſt at leaſt evince as 
much induſtry in the defence of religious truth, as 
its enemies have exerted for its ſubverſion, and in the 
ſupport of the moſt execrable ſophiſtry. Our love of 
our country will indeed be moſt eminently manifeſted, 
by an unſhaken adherence to the truth and precepts. 
of our holy Religion, by our ſtrengthened reſolution 
to SANCTIFY THE LORD GOD OF HOSTS HIMSELF; 
AND TO LET HIM BE OUR FEAR, AND LET HIM 
BE OUR DREAD: our patriotiſm will be ſtill in- 
vigorated and confirmed by this impreſſive conſide- 
ration, that in the preſent conteſt, all the zeal and 
efforts which are employed in defence of. our juſt 


rights, 
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rights, and in behalf of our cov 


5 ployed in the defence and maintenance of Chrife 


tianity itſelf, This conſideration is adequate to out 
ſupport under trials and afflictions, much more grieve 
ous than thoſe which the providence: of God hath yet 
called upon us to ſuſtain : it is this which, in a pars 
ticular manner, authorizes, and emboldens the mini- : 


ſters of the goſpel of peace to add their ſanction 46 


the calls of public duty; to invoke the bleſſings of 


the Almighty on the exertions of their countrymen 


in no common cauſe, and to animate thoſe exertions 
by the influence of no common motives. ron MY 
* BRETHREN AND COMPANIONS SAKES, I WIL 
* WISH THEE PROSPERITY ; YEA, BECAUSE or THE 


„ HOUSE OF THE LORD OUR ob, 1 WILL SEEK THY - 
* G00D.” 


Palm cxxii. 8, 9. r u 
F I N 1 8. 


